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We are pleased to announce the opening of Our 
Mother’s House in Portland. This project of Global 
Health Promise is focused on providing services to 
prostituted mothers and their children. 

Our Mother’s House is open every Saturday evening 
from 6-9 pm. Volunteers will provide referrals, a good 
meal, and support to these vulnerable women.  Please 
visit the weblog site at www.ourmothershouse.org. 
We are grateful for the help of Lis Saunders and many 
others who worked so hard to get Our Mother’s 
House started and keep it going. 

Jeri Williams, a survivor, is the Advisor to Our Moth-
er’s House and has helped us with training volunteers 
along with Dr. Michael Smith of The Salvation Army 
and colleagues from the Sexual Assault Resource Cen-
ter (SARC). 

We also greatly appreciate the donation every week 
of delicious food from St. Honoré Boulangerie. Many 
of the women have said this is the best meal they 

have had in a long time. If you are in Portland or Lake 
Oswego, please stop by St. Honoré and thank own-
er Dominique Geulin for the support and Kerry (at 
the Portland location) for her help every week. http://
www.sainthonorebakery.com/

Support is also coming from Jim and Patty’s Coffee. 
Patty came and joined volunteer Jenny Pixler in a con-
cert for the women one night and they have sent 
some of their delicious baked goods for the women 
too. Jim and Patty also threw a very successful fund 
raiser for Our Mother’s House on August 8th. http://
www.jimandpattys.com/ They raised $378 from ice 
cream sundays in just two hours. This will greatly help 
us with materials we need. 

News, events and other information is provided on 
the website, and you can email ourmothershouse@
gmail.com to sign up to volunteer, offer services, or find 
out more information.  We look forward to reporting 
more about Our Mother’s House in the future. 

New Website! 
Global Health Promise has grown 

and changed in the past years, and we 
are excited to announce the development 

of a brand new website to reflect all the prog-
ress we have made as an organization and to 

better serve those who support our mission. Be-
fore the end of the year, we will launch our new 

site...stay tuned! Many thanks to Cody Matteucci of 
InnovationConsultingGroup.com and Caitlin Loos of 

caitlin.e.loos marketing for taking on this exciting proj-
ect. Andrew Harrison, designer of our current website, is 
moving on in his career.  Thank you, Andrew for all your 
support! 
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In February, Katherine traveled to Thailand and India 
to visit and consult at various counter-trafficking orga-
nizations. Among such organizations there is a grow-
ing sense of need for more robust attention to the 
health consequences of trafficking. Usually this is in 
the context of how to address the needs of survi-
vors in after-care shelters. The needs range from nu-
tritional deficiencies, caring for chronic problems such 
as asthma, screening for sexually transmitted diseases, 
and complex mental/emotional problems. Katherine 
was able to meet with large and small groups, rural 
and urban – helping to develop plans for medical care 
as well as outreach questions in order to help the 
organizations learn more about the specific problems 
prostituted mothers and/or children are facing in their 
specific situations. A lot of potential for future projects 
here was sown and we are looking forward to devel-
oping these over the coming months. 
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In June and July Brian traveled to Bangladesh and Kath-
mandu. In Bangladesh he worked with Dr. Ian Hodgson 
and Save the Children USA and interviewed mothers 
who are in prostitution about their situations and that 
of their children. Brian conducted focus group discus-
sions in three cities. We hope to build on this work for 
another project with Save the Children USA.

In Kathmandu, Brian met with representatives of Caritas 
Nepal and Aids Info Docu Nepal regarding a project to 
open three drop in centers for children of prostituted 
mothers.  This is a very important issue as the moth-
ers do not have a safe place for their children, many of 
whom get hurt or die when they are left alone. The 
immediate priority is to protect the children while the 
long-term goal is to help both the children and their 
mothers to find safety and alternative income. At this 
point, most of the mothers cannot think of any way 
out of their situation: they are just trying to survive 
and keep their children safe. Once we provide for the 
safety of the children we can help the mothers start 
exploring other options for themselves. 

         Global Health Promise       |       Promise News       |       www.globalhealthpromise.org       |       Summer 2010

Katherine will be traveling back to the States in No-
vember to speak at a couple of conferences and Grand 
Rounds at her residency alma mater: The Children’s 
Hospital of Alabama. 


